FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

Commander Orlebar, the C.O. of the High Speed Flight. I also
saw the Italian pilot who caused the commotion; he said that on a
tight left-hand turn he could not keep the nose of his machine
up, however much top rudder he applied, and that he had had a
nightmare flight.

Once again Mr. R. J. Mitchell, the master designer of the
Vickers Supermarine Company, and Sir F. H. Royce of Rolls
Royee, had shown what could be done by British design and
workmanship.

In our motor-cruiser we spent five very pleasant days of perfect
weather in the Solent, and my young amateur crew learnt some-
thing about navigation and the handling of small boats. In
addition to my wife and myself they consisted of the two elder
children and Richard Hamilton,1 a naval cadet. Also Mac our
chauffeur and friend of the family who has been with me, at home
and overseas, for most of sixteen years. Our only contretemps
was to run aground on Bembridge Spit, where we remained,
high and dry, at an acute angle for most of the night.

I was not to remain long at Inland Area, and in October
(1929) I turned over my Air Staff duties to Wilfrid Freeman,
after which I had a few weeks' leave before taking over my new
command at Cranwell.

1 Richard Hamilton was the elder of two boys, whose parents were abroad,
and who regularly spent their holidays with us. In 1941 Richard, as a pilot
in tiie Fleet Air Arm, was killed in an air attack on the Italian Dodecanese
Islands. His younger brother was subsequently in the F.A.A.
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